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The best defense against the threat imPosed bg invasive and noxious weeds is earlg
detection and raPicl response. Tlﬁis Plan will address how this will be implemented in
the Socorro Coopcrativc [nvasive/Noxious \Weed Managcmcnt Area.

Early detection of invasive,/noxious weed sPecies is an absolute nccessitg in ourFight
against weeds. The first step in this process is to have the Socorro Cooperative
Weed Management Area current infestations of invasive/noxious weeds inventoried
and maPPe&. This process is well under way and should be completed in the year
2001. This allows the Socorro County ]nvasive/Noxious Weed Commi’ctee to
have first hand knowlcc{gc of the species present, the acreage imccstccl, and the
percent cover of the infestation. When treatment and monitoring of the current
infestations begin, our weed team will continue to look for new sPecies and un-
located infestations. To date, many of the smaller infestations have been eradicated

due to the ’cime]y response of the agencies involved in the Socorro Coopcrative

]nvasive/Noxious Weed Management Area.

The Socorro SWCD will continue to function as a contact for reports of new weed
infestations. | he staff of the Socorro SWC D will investigate all reports of
invasive/noxious weed infestations. \When a new infestation is verified, the Socorro
SWCD will Pu” togcther a Rapic{ Response T eam from the Fo”owing agencies:

Socorro SWCD

Sierra SWCD

NM State Higlﬁwag and Transpor’ca’cion Dcpar’cmcnt

Bureau of | and Management~50corro Fiel& Ogice

USFWS"BOSCWC del Apache and Sevilleta NWR

USDANRCS

NM State | and Office

MRGCD
T his will be based on the availabi!itg of the staff within these agencies.

When a new infestation (sma” Population or new sPecies) is Found) the main goal will
be eradication. |n the eradication of these smaller infestations, the landowners or
managing agencies will be contacted Prior to any treatment. A”}j treatment will be

based cntirely upon the landowner or agencies’ Policies. A” Federal, State) and



| ocal Government Agencg mandates and guiclelines will be s’crictlg followed. Small
infestations on Private lands will require the writing of aweed management Plan in
cooPeration with the landowner. T}‘ve Socorro SWCD staff will be assisting the
Private landowners in the c}evelopment and implementation of these Plans. Best
Management Fractices (BMFS) will be used in the eradication of these small weed
infestations.
Bes’c Management Fractices include:
MaPPinchhe new infestation will be imme&iatelg maPPecl so that a
monitoring program can begin.
Digging~hc the P]ant is an annual, eradication can be accomp]ishec‘ bg
simply digging the Plant up.
Herbicicle treatment~species that sPread not only 53 seed but also
rhizomonously rec]uire app!ication of an appropriate herbicide.
Cuttinchl'le seed heads can be cut off to Preven’c the sPread of the

SCCA‘

Ourgoal is to maintain and to ultima’celg decrease the invasive,/noxious weed
infestations within Socorro Countg. This will require the continued cooPeration of

the agencies and increased manpower efforts from the Private landowners.
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